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America

RSVP Here Now!
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at 314-292-2371

January 16-17 Missouri
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Lake Ozark, MO
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January 20 Farmers’Market
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573-751-4339
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Bluff, MO
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the Farm and at the Market
Columbia, MO
573-751-4339

February 4-6 Missouri
Natural Resources
Conference. Lake Ozark,
MO

www.mnrc.org
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Looking Forward to 2009!

The arrival of 2009, marks a
time of change. Changes
including our countries’
leadership, changes in the
world economy, population,
and food demand, just to
name a few. Amidst the
change, the new year will

present both challenges and

opportunity for the
agriculture industry.

With the current global
economic meltdown, it is
likely that the agriculture
industry will feel the sting.
The United Nations Food

and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) has warned that the
falling crop prices and

reduced access to credit are
likely to affect agriculture in a

manner that may ultimately

threaten global food security.

Looking to the brighter side,
we have much to look
forward to in the New Year.

It's an exciting time of
change. The inauguration
of a new President and the
innovative advances in
science and technology
bring many exciting

opportunities to our industry.

Along with strong support
from Obama on the Farm
Bill, we welcome former
lowa Gov. Tom Vilsack as
our new Secretary of Ag.
Like Obama, Vilsack is a
strong proponent of
renewable fuels and
biotechnology research
advances.

On the subject of
biotechnology, we have
many new and exciting
developments working their
way through the pipeline
that will improve agriculture
worldwide.

The race is on to find

innovative technologies that
will increase yield at a rate to
meet the growing demand
for food. Monsanto Co.
recently announced a very
ambitious goal to double
crop yield by the year 2030.
Now that’s progress to look
forward to! Not to mention
the many other anticipated
scientific advancements in
the works to produce crops
that are resistant to disease,
drought, or carry essential
vitamins or pharmaceutical
properties to enhance food
quality.

As we look into the future,
the prosperity of farming will
continue to grow due to the
rapid advancement of
technology and engineering.
We can anticipate many
future developments that will
further increase agriculture
productivity and the
betterment of humankind.

Insight from the Director of Agriculture
Economics and Sustainability at Monsanto

At December’s luncheon we
had the privilege of hearing
from Michael Doane, Director
of Agriculture Economics and
Sustainability at Monsanto Co.

The focus of his discussion was
“sustainability agriculture”. Mr.

Doane discussed the driving
factors leading to the growing

demand for food and how this
demand rate is currently
growing faster than the yield
rate of our major crops. He
gave us insight as to how we
can address this problem and
the leadership role that
Monsanto is taking to make
sure we can fulfill the

increasing demand and feed the
growing population worldwide.

With the world population
anticipated to grow to 8 billion
over the next 30 years, Mr.
Doane pointed out the critical
need to address sustainability.
“We have to get better at an
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News of Interest

Obama Names Vilsack
Agriculture Secretary

Monsanto to Spend
$5M to Tackle
Agriculture Runoff

Danforth Center find
combats costly rice
disease

Useful Links

St. Louis Agribusiness
Economy Study

Missouri Dept. of
Agriculture Website

Monthly Quote

“The art of progress
is to preserve order
amid change and to
preserve change
amid order.”

Alfred North
Whitehead

accelerated pace, that's the big According to Mr. Doane, the
challenge,” stated Mr. Doane. biggest challenge here will be
And that’s a challenge that helping to teach farmers in other
Monsanto has taken the areas of the world to become
initiative to tackle head on. more resourceful in their

In June of 2008 Monsanto production, as he feels the U.S.
announced their ‘Sustainable farmers currently do well at
Yield Initiative’ which was conserving resources.
developed to address this
challenge. As part of this

The experts at Monsanto realize
initiative, Monsanto aspires to  agriculture sustainability is a
help farmers to double yield of  global problem they cannot solve
corn, soybean, and cotton from alone. “This will be about

the year 2000 to 2030. partnership, it won’t be about
Monsanto” stated Mr. Doane. To
address the critical needs

Michael Doane, Director of
Agriculture Economics and
Sustainability, Monsanto

An important aspect of this
initiative is their goal to Monsanto will be partnering with  we would like to extend our
concurrently reduce the use of  other organizations across the thanks to Agribusiness Club
natural resources by one-third.  world to address these important member Molly Cline and

By 2030 they are hoping to see issues. For more information on  Monsanto for sponsoring the
yield double and at the same sustainability you can follow the  pDecember luncheon.

time use 1/3 less land, 1/3 less  link to view Monsanto’s videos.

water, and 1/3 less energy. Sustainability Videos

Member Spotlight

Name: Steve Drake

Employment: President and Owner, Drake & Company

Recognition: As CEO of the Christmas SPIRIT Foundation, the
National Christmas Tree Association’s charitable branch, Steve
provides professional services to support the Foundation. One of
the Foundation’s most successful programs is the Trees for Troops
program which has provided over 50,000 real Christmas trees to
military families over the past four years.

Background: After beginning his career as a reporter for the Associated Press, Steve
launched a public relations career in higher education and associations spanning 29 years.
The Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) awarded him three Silver Anvils, the highest
award in the public relations profession. And in 1994, he received both the Silver Anvil and
the Agricultural Relations Council Founders Award for his work on Monsanto’s Rural Flood
Relief efforts. In 2007, Steve accepted ASAE’s Associations Advance America Summit Award
for the Trees for Troops program. The Summit Award recognizes exemplary work of
associations across the country.

Activities: Steve is currently serving as president-elect of the AMC Institute, the trade
association for the management industry. He is also an active member of the American
Society of Association Executives. Steve has served on ASAE’s Education Committee and
Management Conference Advisory Committee. He was the 1996-97 President of the ARC.
Currently, he is one of 15 national directors of the 121,000-member Ohio State University
Alumni Association.

Education: Steve holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Ohio State University.
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Introducing Key Members of the Obama
Administration

President-elect Barack Obama has now filled nearly all of the major posts in his new
administration. Below are profiles of the members of some of the key members of his
new team that will have a strong influence over agricultural, environmental, and related
policy issues. White House staff will take up their duties on Jan. 20. The 15 Cabinet
members and four other Cabinet-level officials (the U.N. ambassador, E.P.A.
administrator, budget chief and trade representative) remain subject to Senate
confirmation.

Secretary of Agriculture
Tom Vilsack

The governor of lowa, 1998 to 2006; a state senator; a mayor of Mount Pleasant, lowa. He

was also a fellow at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, a lawyer in Des
Moines at the Dorsey & Whitney firm, and an instructor at Drake University law school. Born
Dec. 13, 1950 in Pittsburgh ...moved to lowa to the hometown of his college sweetheart,
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law degree in 1975 from Albany Law School ... two sons, Doug and Jess ... lives in Des Moines
with Christie and will move to Washington.

Secretary of Energy
Steven Chu

Chairman of the physics department at Stanford, and head of the electronics research
laboratory at Bell Labs. Since 2004, he has been director of the Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory, which has 4,000 employees and a budget of about $650 million. The lab is owned
by the Energy Department and operated under contract by the University of California; Dr. Chu
was chosen for the job by the university but approved by the Energy Department. He shifted
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other solar energy research. He has been a vocal proponent of vigorous steps to control
greenhouse gas emissions. Born Feb. 28, 1948, in St. Louis. ... grew up in Garden City, N.Y.
...earned a B.A. in mathematics and a B.S. in physics from the University of Rochester, and a
Ph.D in physics from U.C. Berkeley. ... hobbies include bicycling, swimming and cooking. ...
married to Jean Chu, a physicist trained at Oxford University. ... has two adult sons from a
previous marriage.

Secretary of Homeland Security
Janet Napolitano

Ms. Napolitano promotes herself as a postpartisan executive governing from the center, even if
it infuriates the left and the right. Allies and adversaries alike praise her as having a sharp mind.
Before being elected governor in 2002, she was a popular state and federal prosecutor. As the
Democratic governor of a border state at the center of the immigration debate, she has been
vocal about the need to revamp immigration laws. She angered some on the left by calling for
the National Guard at the border but has dismayed some conservatives by advocating a guest-
worker program. United States attorney (1994-1998), state attorney general (1998-2002). Born
Nov. 29, 1957, in New York City but reared in Albuguerque...graduate of Santa Clara University
in Santa Clara, Calif., and the University of Virginia law school. ... single, no children.




Secretary of Interior
Ken Salazar
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in government working on Western land-use issues, including water and natural resources; and
experience in an assortment of political offices, including currently as a United States senator
from Colorado, where he has been a supporter of renewable energy development. He also
brings Latino roots and a powerful personal story: One of eight children, he grew up on a
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farmer and rancher, as well as an environmental and water lawyer in the private sector for 11
years. From there he entered government and politics, serving as chief legal counsel for Gov.

Roy Romer of Colorado and also as executive director of the Colorado Department of Natural
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seat. Mr. Salazar and his wife, Hope, have also owned small businesses in Colorado, including a
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degree in political science from Colorado College and a law degree from the University of
Michigan. ... married to Hope for 23 years. ... two daughters, Andrea and Melinda, and one
granddaughter, Mireya.

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
Lisa P. Jackson

Twenty years of experience as an environmental regulator and a reputation as a consensus
builder. During her 33 months in that job, the state began conducting compliance sweeps to
crack down on polluters in environmentally ravaged sections of Camden and Paterson, ended

its controversial bear hunt and unveiled a plan to reduce carbon emissions 20 percent by 2020
and 80 percent by 2050. An administrator in the federal Environmental Protection Agency for

16 years, where her duties included regulating the cleanup of hazardous waste sites under the
Superfund program. She also ran various enforcement programs at both the E.P.A. and New
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in Philadelphia; adopted a few weeks later and raised in the Ninth Ward in New Orleans.
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husband, Kenny Jackson, and their two sons in East Windsor, N.J.

United States Trade Representative
Ron Kirk

First-hand experience with the economic impact of NAFTA that he developed while mayor of
Dallas. Mr. Kirk, who was the first black person to be head of a major Texas city, said NAFTA
was an economic boon for Dallas, helping to generate some of the 45,000 jobs that he took
credit for in his term from 1995 to 2001. A business-friendly politician, Mr. Kirk pursued a
career as a lawyer and lobbyist after losing a race for the Senate in 2002 to John Cornyn, a
Republican. He is a surprise choice for chief trade negotiator, and labor groups are dissecting
his statements, worried about his enthusiastic references to NAFTA. Secretary of state of Texas,
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1981 as a legislative aide to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, Democrat of Texas. Born June 27, 1954, in
Austin, Tex. ... son of a postal clerk and a school teacher ... earned a B.A. in political science and
sociology at Austin College and a J.D. from the University of Texas Law School ... married
Matrice Ellis in 1987 ... the couple has two daughters.
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White House Coordinator of Energy and Climate Policy
Carol M Browner

Strong résumé in environmental protection, law and management consulting, and a clear
determination to break from the Bush record. She was administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency under President Bill Clinton for nearly eight years, the longest anyone has
held that position. She also sits on the board of the Audubon Society, the League of
Conservation Voters and the Alliance for Climate Protection, which advocates control of
greenhouse gases. She was hamed to the transition team for the Environmental Protection
Agency, but has previously said she does not want to return as head of the agency. After
leaving the E.P.A. in 2000, she has been a principal of the Albright Group, a consulting firm, and
Albright Capital Management, an investment advisory firm, both named for Madeleine K.
Albright, the former secretary of state. Before joining the Clinton administration, Ms. Browner
was secretary of environmental regulation in Florida, 1991-93; legislative director for Senator Al
Gore of Tennessee, 1988-91; and a chief legislative aide for environmental issues to Senator
Lawton Chiles of Florida, 1986-88. Born in Florida, Dec. 16, 1955 ... graduated in 1977, law
degree in 1979, both at the University of Florida ... married to Thomas J. Downey, the former
Democratic congressman from Long Island ... has a son from a previous marriage.

(Source: TheNew York Timesriday, January 9, 2009)

If you have news
you would like to
share or
suggestions for this
newsletter please
contact Jennifer
Sowash at 314-513-
4212 or
Christopher Smith
at 314-982-8603

Click here to visit the Agribusiness Club Website

Questions or comments? Contact Jennifer Sowash or Christopher Smith
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