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Welcome back members!  We were excited 

to have our first meeting of the year in 

partnership with the 2008 Soya & Oilseed Summit. Attendees of the summit 

included leaders in food, energy and related agribusiness industries. Our guest 

speaker was Dr. Stephanie Hulina with Geospatial Data Analysis (GDA) 

Corporation. Founded in 2002, GDA is a geospatial service firm that focuses on 

the delivery of analytical data for time sensitive decision making. Dr. Hulina 

shared her expertise in the area of agribusiness intelligence. She discussed the 

main goal of GDA, which is to provide their clients with crop production and 

condition information. We learned how agricultural information is obtained and 

mapped via satellite imagery. Thanks to our sponsor Dow AgroSciences for making 

this event possible. 

Kicking Off a New Year 
2008 Soya & Oilseed Summit 

Member Spotlight 

Name:             J. Daniel (Dan) Malan  

Affiliation:      President, St. Louis Agribusiness Club 

Employment:  CoBank, ACB 

         V.P., Lead  Relationship Manager 

Background:  Dan is a veteran in the banking industry 

having worked at CoBank for 24 years and in agribusiness 

finance a total of 32 years. He is responsible for providing 

financial solutions to primarily commercial agribusiness 

customers. CoBank supports the ag industry in a number of ways. “We provide a 

wide range of products and services, including loans, leases, cash management 

tools, letters of credit, and international financing.” says Dan. “We work closely 

with our customers on an individual basis to make sure they have the appropriate 

financial tools to operate successfully.”  Dan was raised on a farm near Malta 

Bend, MO, and attended high school at Malta Bend R-5. A town of 204, at the time, 

his high school graduating class had 13 students. 

Education:  B.S., Agricultural Economics, University of Missouri-Columbia 

                   M.B.A., Rockhurst College 

Activities:  National Society of Accountants for Cooperatives, President and Board 

Member; Florida Council of Cooperatives; and National Grain and Feed Assoc. 

Personal:  Dan is the proud father of three children and one granddaughter. An 

avid fan of the third-ranked Mizzou Tigers, he also enjoys singing in his church 

choir and playing golf and tennis. 

St. Louis Agribusiness Club Welcomes New Board  

 
      

Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schafer 
Thursday, October 9 

11:00 AM ð 1:30 PM (Program begins at 12:00 p.m.) 
Doubletree Hotel ð Westport 

1973 Craigshire Road 
St. Louis, MO 63146 

 
 
 
October  9 - The St. Louis Agribusiness Club is proud to 

announce that the Honorable Ed Schafer, Secretary of Agriculture, will be the 
guest speaker at our monthly meeting in October. The former two-term 
governor of North Dakota will be on hand to discuss Farm Bill implementation, 
biofuels initiatives, trade, food safety, and other relevant issues. Thanks to our 
sponsors Bunge, CoBank, Missouri Dairy Association, and Monsanto for making 
this special event possible. Guests are welcome, so please be sure to join us! 

 
Please RSVP by October 6  

Contact stlouisagclub@yahoo.com or Amy Kolweier at 314-292-2371 

If you have news 

you would like to 

share or suggestions 

for this newsletter 

please contact  

Jennifer Sowash at 

314-513-4212 or 

Christopher Smith at 

314-982-8603 

St. Louis Agribusiness Club 
2560 Mascoutah Avenue ǒ Belleville, IL  62220 ǒ P: 618-257-8272  ǒ F: 618-233-7954  

Click here to visit the Agribusiness Club  

Questions or comments?  Contact Jennifer Sowash or Christopher Smith 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 9 th ï USDA 

Secretary Ed 

Schafer to address 

St. Louis 

Agribusiness Club  
 
      RSVP Here Now!  
      or call Amy Kolweier  
      at 314-292-2371 

 

October 23 rd ï 

St. Louis 

Agribusiness Club 

to co -host ñFood 

and Fuel Forumò in 

Kansas City  

      Register Now! 

Useful Links 

St. Louis Agribusiness 

Economy Study 

Monthly Quote 

ñ When you concen-
trate on agriculture 
and industry and are 
frugal in expendi-
tures, Heaven can-
not impoverish your 
state.ò 
                 Xun Zi  

Agribusiness Club 
Featured in Commerce 
Magazine! 
  
 
Largest inland urea 
terminal opens in  
St. Louis 
 
 
Monsanto gets 
approval to import 
soybeans in China 
 
 
Donald Danforth Plant 
Science Center is 
having a 10 year 

News of Interest 

President - Dan Malan  
Featured above in this month’s Agribusiness Bulletin  “Member Spotlight.” 
 
1st Vice-President - Cindy Myer  
A native of central Illinois, Cindy Myer manages her family’s cash grain farm and 
serves on the state’s FSA Committee. In addition to her leadership responsibilities 
with the St. Louis Agribusiness Club, Myer is actively engaged with the Illinois Farm 
Bureau.   
 
2nd Vice-President - Stephanie Regagnon 
Stephanie Regagnon has more than ten years of agribusiness experience and 
currently serves as the Director of Commercialization at the National Corn-to-
Ethanol Research Center (NCERC) in Edwardsville, IL. Her responsibilities include 
developing and implementing marketing plans, and assisting with outreach to 
academic institutions, industry partners, government affairs, and trade 
associations. Regagnon also serves as Co-Chair of the St. Louis Agribusiness Club’s 
Legislative Committee. She received a B.A. and M.A. in Political Science from the 
University of Missouri and American University respectively. Regagnon grew up in 
rural northeast Missouri and currently resides in St. Louis with her husband, Jason.   
 
Secretary - Amy Kolweier  
Amy Kolweier serves as Farmer Focus Coordinator for Bunge North America where 
she facilitates Bunge’s involvement at farm and industry trade shows. She also 
serves as administrator for Bunge’s Farmetrics online prediction market and 
supports the work of 13 grain marketing specialists. Kolweier is a graduate of the 
University of Missouri-Columbia and is currently pursuing her Masters of Agronomy 
degree through Iowa State University. Kolweier is a recipient of the State and 
American FFA Degrees. She grew up in Waterloo, IL where her parents still operate 
a grain and livestock farm.  
 
Treasurer - Molly Cline  
Dr. Molly Cline has spent the past 28 years helping new technology evolve from 
scientific theory into new agricultural products and bringing those products to the 
people who use them. She now serves as Monsanto’s Senior Director and 
Operations Lead of the Industry Affairs Team and is the Executive Director of 
Monsanto’s Grower Advisory Council. Cline earned her master's and doctorate 
degrees in plant pathology from the University of Illinois where she was a graduate 
fellow. This year, she received the 2008 Award of Merit from the College of 
Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences Alumni Association for 
significant contributions in her profession. Cline graduated cum laude with a BS 
degree in biology and Spanish from Kalamazoo College. She and her husband have 
two children and live in St. Louis.   
 
Director - Mike Adams  
AgriTalk host Mike Adams was raised in a small farming community in central 
Illinois and grew up working on a grain and livestock farm. Since 2001, Adams has 
hosted the nationally syndicated talk show, AgriTalk. He has received the Illinois 
Friend of 4-H award, the National FFA Honorary American Farmer Degree, the 
United Soybean Board's Communications award, and the Illinois commodities 
groups’ Friend of Agriculture award. Adams served 20 years as a certified lay 
speaker, including 16 years as a lay pastor for a rural Illinois United Methodist 
church. Adams and his wife Patty have two grown children and currently reside in 
O' Fallon, MO.  
 
Director - Brent Hustedde  
Brent Hustedde currently works as a business analyst for the national agricultural 
lender, Rabo AgriFinance. He received a B.S. in Biological Sciences from the 
University of Southern Illinois of Edwardsville. Prior to joining the Rabo team, 
Hustedde worked in sales and marketing in the retail sector.  
 
Past President - Laurie Hiler  
Laurie Hiler is the managing partner of Seneca Transportation, LLC, a barge freight 
transportation trading company. Hiler graduated from the University of Kansas 
with an undergraduate degree in economics and political science and holds an 
M.B.A. from Washington University in St Louis. She has two daughters and is active 
on various arts and education boards in the St Louis area. 
 
 
Other St. Louis Agribusiness Club Board Members 
Education Committee Chair 

Mindy McDermott, Waterloo High School 
Legislative Committee Co-Chairs 

Ryan Ford, Randolph County Farm Bureau 
Stephanie Regagnon, National Corn-to-Ethanol Research Center 

Management Services 
Dean Dittmar, Facilitating Coordination in Agricultural Education 

Membership Committee Chair 
Wendell Knehaus, Novus International, Inc. 

Public Relations/Marketing Committee Co-Chairs 
Christopher Smith, Fleishman-Hillard 
Jennifer Sowash, St. Louis Community College 

New Members 
September 2008   

   
John Benz 

Ursa Farmers Coop 
Richard Breckenridge 

Illinois EPA 
Paul Brugmann 

Missouri Farmer Today 
Doug Cornwell 

Novus International 
Lori Deimeke 
Rural Missouri 

Insurance Service 
Adrianne DeShurley 
Eagle Environmental 

Management 
Jim Erickson 

Erickson 
Communications 

Andrew Haberern 
CoBank 

Amy Halleran 
Monsanto 

Debra Kurtz 
Affina 

Ryan Logue 
Affina 

Brad Nobbe 
Wm. Nobbe & Co. Inc. 

Judd Presley 
Walton Construction 

Thomas Redick 
GEEClaw 

Eugene Reisinger 
Affina 

Mike Remspecher 
Affina 

Stephen Smith 
Affina 

Christy Studer 
Razor Marketing 

Mike Trost 
Razor Marketing 

Joseph van Kaenel, 
Armstrong Teasdale 

Loren Wassell, 
Standing Partnership 

 

ñPromoting Food and Agriculture in Americaôs Heartlandò 
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October 23, 2008 
10:00 a.m. ð 2:00 p.m. (Lunch Provided) 

American Royal ð Governorõs Room 
1701 American Royal Court 

Kansas City, MO 
 
October 23 – The St. Louis Agribusiness Club and Agricultural Business Council of 
Kansas City are hosting a “Food & Fuel Forum” at the American Royal in Kansas City 
to discuss one of the most challenging questions facing American agriculture today –  
how will agriculture produce enough grain to nurture a growing, worldwide demand 
for both food and fuel use.   
 
The program will consist of some of the nation’s pre-eminent experts in biofuels and 
grain production, and will include our very own Mike Adams of AgriTalk who will 
serve as moderator. 

 
Please register by October 15. 

Registration fee is $75.00 
For more information, visit www.stlouisagclub.com or contact 

Christopher Smith at 314-982-8603 

Food & Fuel Forum 

  October 23, 2008 

Upcoming Events 

Other News & Notes 
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